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expected since both types of food carry their own microbiomes and mites are fed
solely on these food types. Mite densities were higher on the flower‐based food
(mean = 3.8 × 10^4^ mites · cm^−2^ · h^−1^) compared to the herbivore‐based
food (mean = 1.3 × 10^4^ mites · cm^−2^ · h^−1^). These densities were not
significantly different from each other but were in the same range as previously
recorded (\<1 × 10^4^ mites · cm^−2^ · h^−1^; Stallknecht, [2016](#ece32975-
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