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MB]Â .Michael Bloomberg’s campaign has hired Jim
Messina, President Barack Obama’s 2012 campaign

manager, to be its director of data and analytics, sources
familiar with the move tell Axios. Messina will serve as

the campaign’s top consultant on data and analytics — a
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move that comes as Bloomberg is rolling out an
unprecedented and multifaceted campaign data

operation. As Bloomberg enters his third week on the
trail, the campaign has laid claim to the largest data

operation in history. Its team, which was largely dormant
after the former New York City mayor’s first two failed
presidential bids, has grown to more than 100 staffers
nationwide. He is currently running at the back of the
pack in the RealClearPolitics national average, at 5.4

percent. But analysts still describe him as the GOP front-
runner for the Democrats, because he has the resources

to stay in the fight until the debates in September.
Analysts with major organizations that track the race,

including Morning Consult, said they believe the
Bloomberg campaign is rolling out a nationwide voter

file, which could allow Bloomberg to easily target certain
voters for reminders and fundraising efforts. The data

operation is rumored to be the biggest Democratic data
project ever. Bloomberg has also opened a slew of new

offices around the country, including in key battleground
states, several political operatives told Axios. From
Washington, D.C., he has opened offices in Virginia,

Texas, Minnesota, Iowa and Florida, among others, all
states that are typically wonky toss-ups. “This is a

Bloomberg campaign that isn’t focused on testing a
general-election message or message points; it’s very
much focused on testing out its data operation,” said

Democratic strategist Andrew Feldman. “This is a
campaign that believes it has a real chance at taking

back the White House.” What is Bloomberg’s data
operation? Axios�
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